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Corridor 39-231 
East Las Vegas/Sunrise Mountain 

Introduction 
Corridor 39-231 extends north-south in southern Nevada to the east of Las Vegas past Sunrise Mountain, and west of the National Park Service Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area (NPS LMNRA). Federally-designated portions of this corridor are on BLM-administered land, with a 3,500-ft width over most of its 
extent: however there is a pinch point of 500 ft. width in the former Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area extending from milepost (MP) 9.5 to MP 11.0. It is 
designated as a multi-modal corridor that can accommodate both electrical transmission and pipeline projects. The corridor spans a 36.4-mile distance, with 
23.2 designated centerline miles. The designated area is 8,550 acres/13.4 square miles. This corridor is entirely in Clark County, Nevada and entirely in the BLM 
Las Vegas Field Office jurisdiction. This corridor is also entirely in Priority Region 1 for purposes of the regional review. 

 

Figure 1. Corridor 39-231 (Key for Figures 1-2 can be found on the last page of the abstract) 
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Figure 2. Corridor 39-231, including existing energy infrastructure  
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Corridor Rationale 
During scoping for the West-wide Energy Corridor Programmatic EIS (WWEC PEIS), routes generally following this corridor were suggested by Maximus USA, 
National Grid, Rocky Mountain Area Transmission Study, Western Interconnection Transmission Paths, and the Western Utility Group. Current approved projects 
occupying parts of the corridor includes transmission lines operated by Intermountain Power Agency (500 kV DC), Los Angeles Department of Power (500kv DC), 
Great Basin Transmission LLC (500kV TL), all following the full length of the corridor, and Nevada Power Company (500 kV A/C). There are currently no pipelines 
following the corridor, but some cross it. There are several interests for additional use of this corridor such as two pending applications for a 600kV and 230kV 
transmission lines, and potential interest of a 500kV DC/AC transmission line (Zephyr) from Wyoming to southern Nevada for wind energy. Platts data indicates 
an interest for a 1,000 kV DC line in the corridor, and there is a conceptual route planned by Northern Lights, Inc. that overlaps part of the corridor and generally 
follows its route. 

BLM is currently in the process of revising their Las Vegas/Pahrump resource management plan, which is proposing corridor revisions.   

Corridor of Concern Status 
Corridor 39-231 is identified as a Corridor of Concern. Concerns regarding Black Mountain tortoise habitat, the Rainbow Gardens Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC), the proposed Gold Butte National Conservation Area, and the Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge were identified in the Settlement 
Agreement. These issues are highlighted in yellow in the Corridor Analysis table below.  

Corridor Analysis 
☒☐ Energy Planning Opportunities 

☐Appropriate and acceptable uses 
☐WWEC Purpose (e.g., renewable 

energy) 
☒Transmission and pipeline 

capacity opportunity  
☐ Energy Planning Concerns  

☒Physical barrier 
☒Jurisdictional concern 
☒Corridor alignment and spacing 
☐Transmission and pipeline 

capacity concern 

 
☒ Land Management Responsibilities 

and Environmental Concerns 
☐Acoustics 
☐Air quality 
☐Climate change 
☒Cultural resources 
☒Ecological resources 
☐Environmental Justice 
☒Hydrological resources 
☒Lands and Realty 
☐Lands with wilderness characteristics 

☐Livestock Grazing 
☐Paleontology 
☒Public Access and Recreation 
☐Socioeconomics 
☐Soils/erosion 
☒Specially designated areas 
☒Tribal concerns 
☒Visual resources 
☐Wild horses and burros 

☒☐Interagency Operating Procedures 
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

ENERGY PLANNING CONSCERNS  
Location-Specific Physical Barrier 
39-231 
.001 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Four 500kV 
transmission lines 
and a 230kV 

MP 9.5 to 11.0 GIS Analysis/500-ft-
wide section in the 
former Sunrise 
Mountain Instant 
Study Area is occupied 
by four 500kV 
transmission lines and 
a 230kV 

Yes this is a constraint. In January 
2014, through an appropriations act, 
Congress released the wilderness 
instant study area; however, the width 
of the corridor was unchanged.  BLM is 
proposing to increase the corridor 
width from 500 ft. to 3,500 ft. 

39-231 
.002 

 
BLM 

Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

5 transmission lines 
(3 230 kV, a 500 kV, 
and a 1000 kV)  

MP 30.2 to 33.4 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. The approx. 3,500 ft. 
wide corridor extent is located within 
MDM, T.23S., R.63E., Secs. 3-5, 8, 9, 18 
and 17. There are several ROWs such 
as Western Area Power Administration 
750kV TLTL (Nev-65524); LADWP 
500kV TL (N-10683) and 500KV TL (N-
4790); NV Energy 500kV TL (N-76327), 
230kV TL (N-7299) and 230kV TL (N-
2557); Great Basin Transmission LLC 
500kV TL (N-86359); and a natural gas 
line ROW to Southwest Gas 
Corporation (Nev-43646).  Proposed 
project siting and collocation 
alternatives to address impacts would 
be analyzed as part of the project 
specific environmental analysis 
required under NEPA and other federal 
law. 
 

Jurisdictional Concern 
39-231 
.003 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Pahranagat 
National Wildlife 
Refuge 

Approximately 60 miles 
north of this corridor. See 
Corridor 232-233. 

Settlement Agreement Not a constraint. This refuge is not 
adjacent the corridor. 

39-231 
.004 

BOR BOR Clark 
County, 
NV 

Discontinuous 
section of corridor  

MP 16.9 to 29.4 GIS Analysis/ 
Discontinuous section 
of corridor includes 
2,917 acres of BOR-
administered lands 
that were studied in 
the WWEC PEIS as part 

Not a constraint. Coordination and 
authorization from BOR would be 
required to traverse through this 
segment. 
Reclamation reviews applications for 
rights-of-use on Reclamation 
administered land within the corridor 
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

of this corridor, but 
were not designated. 

on a case by case basis.  Early 
coordination with Reclamation on 
proposed transmission lines and other 
facilities is encouraged.  Due to existing 
and proposed rights-of-use, 
Reclamation will retain lands within 
the corridor instead of including them 
for relinquishment to the BLM in the 
Three Kids Mine Remediation and 
Reclamation Act of 2014. Proposed 
project siting and collocation 
alternatives to address impacts would 
be analyzed as part of the project 
specific environmental analysis 
required under NEPA and other federal 
law.  

Corridor Alignment and Spacing 
39-231 
.005 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO, NV 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Multiple 
transmission lines 
and a pipeline  

MP 26.3 to 30.3 GIS Analysis/Multiple 
transmission lines and 
a pipeline cross the 
corridor at various 
angles, using it 
inefficiently. 

Not a constraint. The extent from MP 
30.2 to 33.0 includes several rights-of-
way for electric transmission, an 
electric monitoring site, fiber optic, 
and natural gas lines. Proposed project 
siting and collocation alternatives to 
address impacts would be analyzed as 
part of the project specific 
environmental analysis required under 
NEPA and other federal law 

LAND MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 
Air Quality 
39-231 
.006 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO, NV 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

No Class I areas 
intersect the 
corridor 

 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. While there are no 
Class I areas within the BLM SNDO, 
activities on BLM-administered land 
would require compliance with air 
quality standards or related facility 
siting standards established by or 
pursuant to applicable federal, state, 
or local laws and regulations. 

Cultural Resources 
39-231 
.007 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO, NV 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Gypsum Cave MP 17.2 GIS Analysis Not a constraint unless proposed 
projects could not be mitigated and 
stipulated to avoid impacts to the 
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

Gypsum Cave. This is a Traditional 
Cultural Property (TCP) which is 
partially located within the corridor. 
Adherence to IOPs would be required, 
however, note that the Agency is 
responsible for cultural compliance 
and tribal consultation; not the 
applicant or the applicant’s contractor.  
The applicant may assist with the 
approval of the agency. 

Ecology: Special Status Plant Species 
39-231 
.008 

   No designated 
critical habitat 
intersects corridor 

 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. ACEC constraints 
corridor goes through mapped 
sensitive plant species habitat and 
sensitive plant populations. However; 
it is difficult to mitigate these impacts 
because the sensitive plant species (Las 
Vegas bearpoppy) have not been 
successfully transplanted or grown 
from seed.     

Ecology: Special Status Animal Species 
39-231 
.009 

BLM Las Vegas FO Clark 
County, 
NV 

Black Mountain 
tortoise habitat 

Full corridor extent. Settlement Agreement Not a constraint. There is no black 
mountain desert tortoise habitat —
Desert Tortoise habitat is present in 
the entire corridor. No; impacts to 
connectivity habitat can be mitigated 
and minimized through ESA Sec. 7 
consultation with the USFWS.   

39-231 
.010 

BLM  Las Vegas FO  Clark 
County, 
NV  

Tortoise 
Conservation Areas 
(TCAs)  

Full corridor extent  RFI/ Reroute to avoid 
siting new facilities in 
TCAs without existing 
transmission, and 
minimize additional 
transmission siting in 
TCAs 

Not a constraint. There is no TCA 
within the subject area on BLM 
administered land. There is TCA within 
private land (Boulder City) which is 
managed under the Boulder City 
Conservation Easement (BCCE) and 
would be mitigated under MSHCP 
Section 10 permit. 

39-231 
.011 

BLM Las Vegas FO Clark 
County, 
NV 

Priority 1 and 2 
connectivity 
habitats  

Full corridor extent. RFI/ Reroute to avoid 
siting new facilities in 
Priority 1 and 2 
connectivity habitats 
without existing 

Not a constraint. Impacts to 
connectivity habitat can be mitigated 
and minimized through ESA Sec. 7 
consultation with the USFWS.  
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

transmission, and 
minimize additional 
transmission siting in 
these areas 

Hydrology: Surface Water 
39-231 
.012 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Wash  MP 7.8 GIS Analysis/ Wash 
crosses path in non-
federal gap 

Not a constraint.  Spanning a wash has 
no impact on the wash or potential 
riparian vegetation. 

39-231 
.013 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Las Vegas Wash  MP 17.1 GIS Analysis/ Las 
Vegas Wash crosses 
path in non-federal 
gap 

Not a constraint. Spanning a wash has 
no impact on the wash or potential 
riparian vegetation. 

Hydrology: Groundwater 
39-231 
.014 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Unconsolidated 
sand and gravel 
aquifers, Basin and 
Range basin-fill 
aquifers 

MP 0.0 to 21.0, 29.6 to 36.4 GIS Analysis/ 
Unconsolidated sand 
and gravel aquifers, 
Basin and Range basin-
fill aquifers 

Not a constraint. The area disturbed by 
utilities is not significant and would not 
impact recharge to basin and range or 
fill aquifers. 

Lands and Realty: Transportation 
39-231 
.015 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Railroad  MP 4.9 to 5.7 GIS Analysis/Railroad 
crosses corridor 

Yes this is a constraint.  There are two 
ROWs held by PABCO Gypsum for 
railroad (N-54508) and tram log road 
(Nev-49389) that traverse the corridor 
through T.19S., R.63E., Secs. 25 and 36; 
and T.19S., R.64E., Secs. 30 and 31. 
Exclusive use of these ROWs is under 
review. 

39-231 
.016 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

US Highway 93  MP 25.3 GIS Analysis/US 
Highway 93 crosses 
corridor path in non-
federal gap 

Not a constraint. Coordination and 
authorization from NDOT would be 
required to traverse this segment. 
Adherence to IOPs required. 

39-231 
.017 
 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Railroad  MP 25.4 GIS Analysis/Railroad 
crosses corridor 

This is not a constraint.  This area is not 
only constrained with the railroad 
crossing; but also non-BLM land (i.e., 
Reclamation withdrawn land), with 
Hwy-95. Coordination with the 
Railroad and adherence to IOPs 
required. 

Public Access and Recreation 
39-231 
.018 

NPS NPS Clark 
County, 

Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area  

MP 11.6 to 16.9 GIS Analysis/Lake 
Mead National 

Not a constraint. However, corridor 
width is constrained to proximity of 
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

NV Recreation Area 
abutting and near 
corridor on the east 
side 

NPS land within T.20S., R.63E., Secs. 27 
and 34.  Proposed project siting and 
collocation alternatives to address 
impacts would be analyzed as part of 
the project specific environmental 
analysis required under NEPA and 
other federal law.  
 

Specially Designated Areas  
39-231 
.019 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Old Spanish 
National Historic 
Trail (OSNHT)  

MP 0.0 to 1.1 GIS Analysis/OSNHT is 
within 350 ft. of west 
side of corridor 

Not a constraint unless proposed 
projects could not be mitigated and 
stipulated to avoid impacts to the 
OSNHT. The OSNHT is a congressionally 
designated corridor. Adherence to IOPs 
would be required, however, note that 
the Agency is responsible for cultural 
compliance and tribal consultation; not 
the applicant or the applicant’s 
contractor.  The applicant may assist 
with the approval of the agency. 

39-231 
.020 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Nearly 
perpendicular 
crossing of Old 
Spanish National 
Historic Trail with 
undesignated 
portion of corridor  
across BOR-
administered land 

MP 17.2 GIS Analysis Yes this is a constraint. Perpendicular 
crossing of the OSNHT.  TCP Gypsum 
Cave lies within corridor.  Use of IOPs is 
required. 

39-231 
.021 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Rainbow Gardens 
ACEC 

MP 6.1 to 16.9 Settlement Agreement This is not a constraint. The corridor 
traverses through two ACECs – the 
Rainbow Gardens ACEC and River 
Mountains ACEC.  Both ACECs are 
managed as avoidance areas except 
within the designated corridor. 
Mitigation and minimization measures 
would be required to offset potential 
impacts to special status plant species 
and habitat within the ACEC. 

39-231 
.022 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 

Proposed Gold 
Butte National 

< Need to locate GIS data> Settlement Agreement Not a constraint. This corridor is not 
located within or adjacent to subject 
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

NV Conservation Area area.  
39-231 
.023 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Sunrise Mountain 
Instant Study Area 

MP 9.5 to 10.9 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. In January 2014, 
through an appropriations act, 
Congress released the instant study 
area from further wilderness 
consideration. 

39-231 
.024 

BOR BOR Clark 
County, 
NV 

Robert B. Griffith 
Water Project 

MP 17.0 to 36.4 GIS Analysis/Robert B. 
Griffith Water Project 
along corridor route 
and federally 
administered, but not 
designated 

Not a constraint. The referenced 
extent includes BLM administered 
land. Coordination with Holders of 
valid existing rights (i.e., Reclamation) 
would be required.  Proposed project 
siting and collocation alternatives to 
address impacts would be analyzed as 
part of the project specific 
environmental analysis required under 
NEPA and other federal law. 

39-231 
.025 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Old Spanish 
National Historic 
Trail (OSNHT) 

MP 17.2 GIS Analysis/Nearly 
perpendicular crossing 
of Old Spanish 
National Historic Trail 
with undesignated 
portion of corridor  
across BOR-
administered land 

Yes this is a constraint. Perpendicular 
crossing of the OSNHT.  TCP Gypsum 
Cave lies within corridor.  Use of IOPs is 
required. 

39-231 
.026 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

River Mountains 
ACEC  

MP 19.7 to 22.0 GIS Analysis/River 
Mountains ACEC is 
east of the corridor 

Not a constraint. Corridor skirts 
through ~2 mile segment of the 
westerly edge of the ACEC within the 
northerly and southerly extent of MP 
25.0. This ACEC is currently managed 
as an avoidance area to protect desert 
bighorn sheep habitat and scenic 
values. Except within designated 
corridors, this ACEC is managed as an 
avoidance area for linear rights-of-way 
(i.e., power lines, pipelines). 

39-231 
.027 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

Sloan Canyon 
National 
Conservation Area 

MP 30.3 to 36.4 GIS Analysis Yes this is a constraint. Corridor width 
is constrained due to proximity to the 
NCA, where the corridor narrows to 
approximately 2,000 feet. Corridor 
does not traverse the NCA. 
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ID Agency 
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

 
County 

Primary Concern/ 
Opportunity 

Length of Affected Corridor 
(by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis  

Visual Resources 
39-231 
.028 

BLM Las Vegas 
FO 

Clark 
County, 
NV 

VRM Class III  MP 0.0 to 16.9, and 28.5 to 
36.4 

GIS Analysis Not a constraint. However, restrictions 
would be applied commensurate with 
designated VRM class; development 
must be in conformance with VRM 
objectives outlined in BLM Manual 
8400. 

Abbreviations: ACEC = Area of Critical Environmental Concern; BCCE = Boulder City Conservation Easement;  BCCE = Boulder City Conservation Easement; 
BLM = Bureau of Land Management; BOR = Bureau of Reclamation; ESA = Endangered Species Act; FO = Field Office; FS = Forest Service; GIS = geographic information 
system; IOP = Interagency Operating Procedures; MDM = Mount Diablo Meridian; MP = milepost; MSHCP = Multispecies Habitat Conservation Plan;  NCA = National 
Conservation Area; NDOT = Nevada Department of Transportation; NPS = National Park Service; OSNHT = Old Spanish National Historic Trail; PEIS = Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement; RFI = Request for Information; ROW = right-of-way;  TCA = Tortoise Conservation Area; TL = Transmission Line; USFWS = U.S. Fish 
and wildlife Service; VRM = Visual resource Management; WWEC = West-wide Energy Corridor. 
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