Corridor 224-225 Section 368 Energy Corridor Regional Reviews - Region 1 September 2016

Corridor 224-225

North Pahrump/US-95 to Las Vegas/Ivanpah Valley

Introduction

Corridor 224-225 extends northwest to southeast along the southwest border of Nevada, beginning at the junction of Corridors 18-224 and 223-224 along U.S.
Highway 95 in Nye County, to the junction of Corridors 27-225 and 225-231, approximately 7 miles southeast of Jean in Clark County, Nevada. Federally-
designated portions of this corridor are entirely on BLM-administered land, with a 3,500-ft width throughout. It is designated as a multi-modal corridor that can
accommodate both electrical transmission and pipeline projects, and it was not established as a corridor prior to Section 368 designation. The corridor spans a
85.9-mile distance and has no gaps, so it also has 85.9 designated centerline miles. The designated area is 36,236 acres/56.6 square miles. BLM jurisdictions
include the Pahrump and Las Vegas Field Offices in Nevada. The corridor is entirely in Priority Region 1.
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Figure 2. Corridor 224-225, including existing energy infrastructure
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Corridor Rationale

During scoping for the WWEC PEIS, routes generally following this route were not suggested. However input from DOD resulted in adding this route to avoid
further encroachment on DOD facilities and activities in California. The route followed by Corridor 18-23 in the BLM Nevada Carson City District was already
congested, and Corridors 18-224 and 224-225 were suggested as routes to meet the demand for more service to southern California. The corridor is currently
unoccupied except for small segment crossings, including two Valley Electric Association transmission lines, a 138-kV line at MP 10.0, and a 230-kV line from MP
30.0 to 35.0 and MP 60.6 to 66.4; two Nevada Power transmission lines (12.5 kV and 138 kV) and a communication line from MP 72.7 to 76.1; and four 500-kV
lines and a 230-kV line from MP 82.0 to 85.0. During interviews for the corridor study, the Southern Nevada District Office (DO) indicated there are eight pending
rights-of-way (ROWSs). Platts data show one planned transmission line, the Large Nevada Transmission Line Project (500 kV) with a conceptual route that
coincides with existing transmission lines for most of its route, including the portions previously listed as being in the corridor. The Goodsprings Waste Heat
Recovery (natural gas) and Silver State Solar Power North (solar) power plants are near the southern end of the corridor at MP 71.4 and 74.2, respectively.

BLM is currently in the process of revising their Southern Nevada resource management plan, which is proposing corridor revisions.

Corridor of Concern Status

This corridor was not identified in the Settlement Agreement as a Corridor of Concern.

Corridor Analysis

[ Energy Planning Opportunities Land Management Responsibilities [Livestock Grazing
[]Appropriate and acceptable uses and Environmental Concerns [IPaleontology
CIJWWEC Purpose (e.g., renewable [JAcoustics LIPublic Access and Recreation
energy) LIAir quality [ISocioeconomics
ClTransmission and pipeline CIClimate change [1Soils/erosion
capacity opportunity X Cultural resources XSpecially designated areas
Energy Planning Concerns Ecological resources [(ITribal concerns
[LIPhysical barrier CJEnvironmental Justice X Visual resources
XlJurisdictional concern [IHydrological resources CIwild horses and burros
Xl Corridor alignment and spacing XlLands and Realty Ulinteragency Operating Procedures
CITransmission and pipeline [JLands with wilderness
capacity concern characteristics
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Agency Primary Concern/ Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction County | Opportunity (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
ENERGY PLANNING CONCERNS
Jurisdictional Concern
224-225 | FS Pahrump FO, | Nye, NV | BLM jurisdiction MP 12.0 GIS Analysis/A small 0.08 No, this is not a constraint. Per GIS,
.001 NV acre extent of the corridor the corridor does not traverse
which was designated as through FS-administered land.
BLM is now shown as FS in However, due to the proximity to FS-
the 5/12/2015 version of administered land adjacent to MDM,
BLM Surface Management T.19S., R.54E., Sec. 9, SWSW,
Agency data. consider realigning the corridor
approximately 340 feet
southwesterly to avoid a jagged
corridor boundary line. Adherence to
IOPs required.
Corridor Alignment and Spacing
224-225 | BLM Pahrump FO, | Clark, Existing transmission MP 34.2 to 35.9 GIS Analysis/Two No, this is not a constraint. The
.002 NV NV lines transmission lines cross the | subject MP area within MDM, T21S,
corridor at different angles. | R54E, Secs. 12 and 13, includes five
Existing infra-structure may | power transmission lines and a
limit potential for power facility, as well as Hwy 160
development. and an inactive material site that
traverse the corridor. Adherence to
IOPs and electric reliability standards
such as NERC, including notification
to adjacent Holders of valid existing
rights would be required.
224-225 | BLM Las Vegas FO, | Clark, Existing transmission MP 60.6 to 64.0 GIS Analysis/Existing No, this is not a constraint. The
.003 NV NV line transmission line crosses subject MP area within MDM, T.23S.,
corridor from side to side R.57E., Sec. 35, and T.24S., R.57E,,
twice. Existing Secs. 1, 2 and 12, include a VEA
infrastructure may limit 230kV TL that does cross the
potential for development. corridor from side to side.
Adherence to I0Ps and electric
reliability standards such as NERC,
including notification to adjacent
Holders of valid existing rights would
be required.
224-225 | BLM Las Vegas FO, | Clark, Existing transmission MP 83.9 to 85.5 GIS Analysis/ Perpendicular | No, this is not a constraint. Four
.004 NV NV lines crossings of 5 transmission 500kV and two 230kV within MDM,,

lines. Existing infrastructure
may limit potential for
development.

T.25S., R.60E., Sec.25, 26, 36, and
T.25S., R.61E., Sec. 31. Adherence to
IOPs and electric reliability standards
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Agency

ID Agency | Jurisdiction

County

Primary Concern/
Opportunity

Length of Affected Corridor
(by Milepost [MP])

Source/Context

BLM/FS Review and Analysis

such as NERC, including notification
to adjacent Holders of valid existing
rights would be required.

LAND MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

Ecology: Special Status Animal Species

Tortoise Conservation
Area (TCA)

Corridor does not cross
tortoise critical habitat

RFI/Re-route to avoid siting
new facilities in TCAs
without existing
transmission, and minimize
additional transmission
siting in TCAs.

Not a constraint. Impacts to
connectivity habitat can be mitigated
and minimized through ESA Sec. 7
consultation with the USFWS.

224-225
.005

BLM Pahrump FO,
Las Vegas FO,

NV

Nye and
Clark,
NV

Desert tortoise

MP 0.0 to 58.9, 77.6 to 85.7

GIS Analysis/Desert tortoise
connectivity area

Not a constraint. Impacts to
connectivity habitat can be mitigated
and minimized through ESA Sec. 7
consultation with the USFWS.

Ecology: Terrestrial Wildlife, Big Game, Non-Mig

sratory Birds, and Aquatic Biota

224-225 Priority 1 & 2 Data needed RFI/Re-route to avoid siting | Not a constraint. Impacts to

.006 Connectivity Habitat new facilities in this habitat | connectivity habitat can be mitigated
without existing and minimized through best
transmission, and minimize | management practices.
additional transmission
siting in these areas

224-225 Wildlife connectivity Data needed RFI/Re-route to avoid "Very | Not a constraint. Impacts to

.007 High" risk to permeability, connectivity habitat can be mitigated

and work closely with state
and federal wildlife and
science agencies to ensure
that connectivity is

and minimized through best
management practices.

maintained
Lands and Realty: Military and Civilian Aviation
224-225 | BLM Pahrump FO, | Nye, NV | Military Training Route | MP 0.0to 12.6 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. Adherence to IOPs
.008 NV —Visual Route would be required, such as: To avoid

conflict with Federal and non-
Federal operations, the applicant
shall be aware of liabilities
pertaining to environmental hazards,
safety standards, and military flying
areas; and an electricity transmission
project shall be planned by the
applicant to comply with FAA
regulations, including lighting
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Agency Primary Concern/ Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction County | Opportunity (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
regulations, and to avoid potential
safety issues associated with
proximity to airports, military bases
or training areas, or landing strips.
224-225 | BLM Pahrump FO, | Nye, NV | Military Training Route | MP 0.0to 12.8 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. Adherence to IOPs
.009 NV — Instrument Route would be required, such as noted
above.
Lands and Realty: Transportation
224-225 | BLM Pahrump FO, | Clark, State Highway 160 MP 35.4 to 36.0 GIS Analysis/ State Highway | Not a constraint. Coordination with
.010 NV NV 160 crosses corridor Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT) would be
required
224-225 | BLM Las Vegas FO, | Clark, I-15 MP 77.3t0 77.4 GIS Analysis/ I-15 crosses Not a constraint. Coordination with
.011 NV NV corridor NDOT would be required
224-225 | BLM Las Vegas FO, | Clark, Railroad MP 77.8 to 78.1 GIS Analysis/ Railroad Not a constraint. Coordination with
.012 NV NV crosses corridor railroad right-of-way holder would
be required.
Public Access and Recreation
224-225 | BLM Las Vegas FO, | Clark, Jean Roach Dry Lake MP 78.0 to 84.0 Staff knowledge/GIS Yes this is a constraint. This area is
.013 NV NV SRMA Analysis the Jean Dry lake bed and is highly
used by recreationist for model
rocket launches, remote control
airplanes, manned aircraft landing
and take-offs; it's a known landing
zone for hangliders and paragliders.
To mitigate the constraint consider
realigning the corridor north behind
the mountain to avoid the dry lake
bed.
Specially Designated Areas
224-225 Proximity to special RFI/The corridor is adjacent | Not a constraint.
.014 management areas to special management
areas, but does not
intersect any. Need to
check for more recently
designated or proposed
special management areas
224-225 | BLM Pahrump FO, | Nye, NV | Inventoried roadless MP 11.8t0 12.3,21.5to GIS Analysis/Corridor is Not a constraint. Roadless areas are
.015 NV areas 21.7 adjacent to inventoried not in the corridor; however these

roadless areas

areas may limit the ability to widen
the corridor. A land use plan decision
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ID

Agency

Agency
Jurisdiction

County

Primary Concern/
Opportunity

Length of Affected Corridor
(by Milepost [MP])

Source/Context

BLM/FS Review and Analysis

would be required for protection of
the inventoried roadless areas.

224-225
.016

BLM

Pahrump FO,
NV

Nye, NV

Spring Mountains
National Recreation
Area

MP 11.8 to 12.3, 21.5 to
21.7

GIS Analysis/Corridor is
adjacent to Spring
Mountains National
Recreation Area

Not a constraint. NRA not in the
corridor.

224-225
.017

BLM

Pahrump FO,
NV

Nye, NV

Mount Sterling
Wilderness Study Area
(WSA)

MP 21.5 to 21.7

GIS Analysis/Corridor is
adjacent to Mount Sterling
WSA

Not a constraint. WSA is not in the
corridor.

224-225
.018

BLM

Las Vegas FO,
NV

Clark,
NV

Old Spanish National
Historic Trail

MP 50.3 to 50.8, 63.1 to
73.5,78.3t078.7

GIS Analysis

No, this is not a constraint, unless
proposed projects could not be
mitigated and stipulated to avoid
impacts to the OSNHT. The OSNHT is
a congressionally designated trail
and this corridor would be adjacent
to it. Adherence to IOPs required,
however, note that the Agency is
responsible for cultural compliance
and tribal consultation; not the
applicant or the applicant’s
contractor. The applicant may assist
with the approval of the agency.
Under review by BLM, FS, and NPS

Trail Administrators.

Visual Resources

224-225
.019

BLM

Las Vegas FO,
NV

Clark,
NV

VRM Class Il

MP 57.8 to 72.8

GIS Analysis

Not a constraint. However,
restrictions would be applied
commensurate with designated VRM
class; development must be in
conformance with VRM objectives
outlined in BLM Manual 8400.

224-225
.020

BLM

Pahrump FO,
Las Vegas FO,
NV

Nye and
Clark,
NV

VRM Class Il

MP 0.0 to 38.7, 72.6 to 85.9

GIS Analysis

Not a constraint. However,
restrictions would be applied
commensurate with designated VRM
class; development must be in
conformance with VRM objectives
outlined in BLM Manual 8400.

224-225
.021

BLM

Pahrump FO,
Las Vegas FO,
NV

Clark,
NV

VRM Class IV

MP 38.1to 57.9

GIS Analysis

Not a constraint; meets VRM Class IV
objectives.
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Abbreviations: ACEC = Area of Critical Environmental Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management; BOR = Bureau of Reclamation; DO = District Office; DoD = Department of
Defense; ESA = Endangered Species Act; FO = Field Office; FS = Forest Service; GIS = geographic information system; IOP = Interagency Operating Procedures; MDM = Mount
Diablo Meridian; MP = milepost; NDOT = Nevada Department of Transportation; OSNHT — Old Spanish National Historic Trail; PEIS = Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement; RFl = Request for Information; ROW = right-of-way; TCA = Tortoise Conservation Area; USFWS = U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; VRM = Visual resource

Management; WECC = Western Energy Coordinating Council; WSA = Wilderness Study Area; WWEC = West-wide Energy Corridor.
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Net Generation (GWh) 71 National Conservation Area
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