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Corridor 18-23

Corridor 18-23 is a 239-mile corridor predominantly in Region 5. Approximately 28 miles
of corridor is located in Region 1. Comments will be accepted during the Region 1
review; however, this corridor will be reviewed in its entirety during the Region 5 review
in 2018 and an analysis of issues is not yet included.
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Corridor 18-23 extends north-south into Priority Region 1 at the western boundary of the Ridgecrest Field Office (FO) in Inyo County near Olancha. The corridor
continues south into Kern County and intersection with Corridors 23-25 and 23-106 near Little Lake. Federally designated portions of this corridor are entirely on
BLM-administered land, with a 10,560-ft width over its entire extent in Priority Region 1. It is designated as a multi-modal corridor that can accommodate both
electrical transmission and pipeline projects. In Priority Region 1, the corridor matches existing California Desert District Corridor ‘A’ and is within the California
Desert Conservation Area, intersects ACECs, and is slightly reduced in width to fit between China Lake Naval Air Weapons Station on the east and the Sacatar
Trail Wilderness on the west. The corridor spans a 239-mile distance, with 172 designated centerline miles. The designated area is 104,340 acres/163.03 square
miles. This corridor is entirely in Mono and Inyo counties in California and Lyon and Mineral counties in Nevada. BLM jurisdictions include Ridgecrest and Bishop
FOs in California and Sierra Front and Stillwater FOs in Nevada. FS jurisdictions include the Humboldt-Toiyabe NF in NV and the Inyo NF in CA. The majority of
this corridor is in Priority Region 5, but for the purposes of this regional review for Priority Region 1, we are only considering the corridor extent from Mileposts

(MPs) 211 to 239.
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Figure 1a. Northern Portion of Corridor 18-23 (Key for Figures 1-4 can be found Figure 1b. Southern Portion of Corridor 18-23 (Key for Figures 1-4 can be found

on the last page of the abstract)
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Flgure 2a. North Portion of Corrldor 18 23, mcludmg existing energy
infrastructure

Corridor Rationale

Flgure Zb North Portion of Corridor 18-23, including existing energy
infrastructure

During scoping for the West-wide Energy Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (WWEC PEIS), routes generally following this route were
suggested by Western Utility Group and American Wind Energy Association. Current approved projects occupying parts of the corridor in Priority Region 1
include an 800-kV DC electric transmission line, smaller transmission lines, US Hwy 395, and a major railroad. There are currently no pipelines following the
corridor. There is interest for additional use of this corridor, including two pending right-of-way (ROW) applications. Platts data indicate one operational Los
Angeles Dept. of Water & Power hydroelectric power plant with two substations, three non-operational power plants with substations, and five existing
transmission lines (Bonneville Power Administration [1,000 kV DC], Los Angeles Dept. of Water & Power [230 kV], Southern California Edison Co. [115 kV], a
10-kV transmission line, and a 34.5-kV transmission line) within the corridor. There are also three other substations within one mile of the corridor centerline

and several buildings and structures within the corridor.

Corridor of Concern Status

Corridor 18-23 is a Corridor of Concern. Concerns regarding Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs), Inventoried Roadless Areas, BLM Wilderness Study
Areas, CA Boxer Wilderness, CA-proposed Wilderness, NV-proposed Wilderness, sage-grouse habitat, and its redundancy to Corridor 18-224 were identified in
the Settlement Agreement. These issues are highlighted in yellow in the Corridor Analysis table below.



Corridor 18-23
Corridor Analysis

Energy Planning Opportunities
X Appropriate and acceptable uses
XIWWEC Purpose (e.g., renewable
energy)
ClTransmission and pipeline
capacity opportunity
Energy Planning Concerns
X Physical barrier
XJurisdictional concern
X Corridor alignment and spacing
CITransmission and pipeline
capacity concern
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Land Management Responsibilities
and Environmental Concerns
CJAcoustics
L1Air quality
CIClimate change
[ICultural resources
Ecological resources
ClEnvironmental Justice
X Hydrological resources

September 2016

[Livestock Grazing
[IPaleontology

Public Access and Recreation
[JSocioeconomics
[JSoils/erosion

X Specially designated areas
[ITribal concerns

X Visual resources

LIWild horses and burros

Lands and Realty Ulinteragency Operating Procedures

[Lands with wilderness
characteristics

Primary Concern/
Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor

ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis

ENERGY PLANNING OPPORTUNITIES

Appropriate and Acceptable Uses

18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Southern California MP 214.3 to 215.5; MP 219.7 GIS Analysis
.001 FO County, Edison Co. 115 kV t0 223.6; MP 224.3 to 234.0;
CA transmission line MP 237.3 to 238.9
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Existing 34.5 kV MP 214.1to 215.6; MP 218.4 GIS Analysis
.002 FO County, transmission line to0 221.2; MP 222.3t0 223.1
CA
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Los Angeles Dept. of MP 223.1 GIS Analysis
.003 FO County, Water & Power Haiwee
CA hydroelectric power plant
with two substations
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Existing 10 kV MP 223.1 GIS Analysis
.004 FO County, transmission line;
CA connects Haiwee power
plant to substation
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Los Angeles Dept. of MP 235.2 GIS Analysis
.005 FO County, Water & Power Coso 1, 2,

CA

and 3 power plants with
substations, currently
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Primary Concern/
Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
non-operational
WWEC Purpose
18-23 Alternative routes, RFI/ Interest expressed in
.006 renewable energy reviewing appropriate
alternatives, such as a
corridor through
southwestern Nevada. It
appears that such a
corridor would transverse
land less sensitive both
environmentally and
visually, coincide with
other infrastructure
including a major state
highway, and potentially
provide better
transmission connectivity
from the developing
renewable energy
resources of central
Nevada to the rapidly
growing population
centers of the Southwest.
18-23 Redundant with Corridor | Entire corridor Settlement Agreement
.007 18-224
ENERGY PLANNING CONCERNS
Location-Specific Physical Barrier
18-23 BLM Mono Rugged terrain Priority Region 5 RFI/ The northern portion
.008 County, of the corridor in Mono
CA County crosses rugged
terrain through which
pipeline development
would be difficult
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Unknown structure in MP 211.7 GIS Analysis
.009 FO County, corridor
CA
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Unknown structures in MP 227.5 GIS Analysis
.010 FO County, corridor
CA

Jurisdictional Concern
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Primary Concern/

Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inconsistent with same Corridor Study/ Unclear
.011 FO corridor in CA Desert Plan why the Section 368
corridor is inconsistent
with same corridor in CA
Desert Plan
18-23 BIA Mono BLM jurisdiction Priority Region 5: RFI / Since the completion
.012 County, of the PEIS, one specific
CA The parcel is located in Section | parcel indicated as BLM
11, Township 2 South, Range lands are now under the
31 East MDM at administrative jurisdiction
http://corridoreis.anl.gov. In of the BIA, near Benton,
feature classes: California.
sec368zone_070715_080905_c
hanges - OBJECTID 1396
sec368zone_att - OBJECTID
2621 sec368zone - OBJECTID
365
Corridor Alignment and Spacing
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Bonneville Power MP 210.9 to 238.9 (entire GIS Analysis/ Bonneville
.014 FO County, Administration 1,000 kV length of Region 1 corridor) Power Administration
CA DC line and Los Angeles 1,000 kV DC line and Los
Dept. of Water & Power Angeles Dept. of Water &
230 kV line Power 230 kV line
meander across corridor
width in the same path.
May limit potential for
additional projects
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Existing infrastructure MP 221.8 to 238.9 GIS Analysis/ Existing
.013 FO County, infrastructure meanders
CA across corridor width. May
limit potential for
additional projects
LAND MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
Ecology: Special Status Animal Species
18-23 BLM Mono Bi-State Distinct Priority Region 5 RFI/ Land the corridor
.015 County, Population Segment traverses contains habitat
CA (DPS) of Greater sage- for the Bi-State Distinct

grouse habitat and
habitat for the Townsend
Long Eared Bat.

Population Segment (DPS)
of Greater sage-grouse and
habitat for the Townsend
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Agency

Agency
Jurisdiction

County

Primary Concern/
Opportunity
Priority Region 1 Only

Length of Affected Corridor
(by Milepost [MP])

Source/Context

BLM/FS Review and Analysis

Long Eared Bat.

18-23
.016

BLM

Owens Valley

MP 90 to 238.9 (all of the
portion of the corridor in
Priority Region 1, the rest in
Priority Region 5)

RFI/ The corridor passes
through the Owens Valley,
a highly scenic area of
national significance that
contains habitat for a
range of sensitive,
threatened, endangered
and endemic species,
including many avian
species.

18-23
.017

MGS habitat

Data needed, not sure in which
Priority Region the MGS
habitat occurs — gray out if in
Priority Region 5.

RFI/ Limit expansion of
transmission and limit
additional road
construction that would
lead to OHV route
proliferation in MGS
modeled habitat. Consult
the Desert Manager’s
Group regarding parcels
that are priority habitat for
MGS due to their
designation as “core” or
“linkage” areas, and
reroute to avoid impacts
on these parcels. Within
MGS habitat, minimize the
area of disturbance and
avoid clearing of
vegetation and grading
where possible.

18-23
.018

Greater sage-grouse PACs

Priority Region 5

RFI/ Reroute or exclude
new infrastructure ROWs
and avoid all new energy
infrastructure
development within
greater sage-grouse PACs
(14% overlap), and within
all breeding areas of the bi-
state distinct population
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Primary Concern/

Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
segment. It is essential that
agencies use the full
mitigation hierarchy to
avoid, minimize, and
compensate for impacts
within 4 mi of all bi-state
sage-grouse breeding
areas.
18-23 Greater sage-grouse (bi- Priority Region 5 RFI/ Consult with USFWS
.019 state distinct population to avoid adverse
segment) and Sierra modification to greater
Nevada bighorn sheep sage-grouse (bi-state
designated critical distinct population
habitat. segment) and Sierra
Nevada bighorn sheep
designated critical habitat.
18-23 Greater Sage-Grouse Bi- Priority Region 5 RFI/The Bi-State Action
.020 State Distinct Population Plan for Conservation of
Segment (DPS) the Greater Sage-Grouse
Bi-State Distinct Population
Segment (DPS),--It should
be noted that the Action
Plan identifies the existing
linear infrastructure such
as Corridor 18-23 as a
threat to sage-grouse
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Sierra Nevada bighorn MP 210.9 to 213.0 GIS Analysis/ Within 0.5
.021 FO County, sheep critical habitat mile of Sierra Nevada
CA bighorn sheep critical
habitat
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Desert tortoise MP 221.3 to 238.9 GIS Analysis
.022 FO County, connectivity area
CA

Ecology: Terrestrial Wildlife, Big Game, Non-Migratory Birds, and Aquatic Biota

18-23
.023

BLM

Priority 1 and 2
Connectivity Habitat

Data needed — Note: Desert
Tortoise connectivity area in
Priority Region 1 identified
above; no assessment of
Priority Region 5 yet

RFI/ Reroute to avoid siting
new facilities in Priority 1
and 2 Connectivity Habitat
without existing
transmission, and minimize
additional transmission

8
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Agency

Agency
Jurisdiction

County

Primary Concern/
Opportunity
Priority Region 1 Only

Length of Affected Corridor
(by Milepost [MP])

Source/Context

BLM/FS Review and Analysis

siting in these areas. If
additional transmission is
permitted, site as close
together as possible and
with as little ground
disturbance and vegetation
clearing as possible. Use
full mitigation hierarchy to
avoid, minimize, and
compensate for impacts
within 4 mi of Priority 1
and 2 habitat

18-23
.024

Wildlife connectivity

Data needed

RFI/Follow locally specific
connectivity
recommendations, such as
those for the Southern
California Wildlands
Linkages and Arizona
Missing Linkages, to avoid
connectivity impacts on
desert bighorn sheep in
the Mojave Desert

18-23
.025

Southern California
Wildlands Linkage

Data needed

This corridor segment
intersects a Southern
California Wildlands
Linkage

Hydrology: Surface Water

18-23
.026

BLM

Ridgecrest
FO

Inyo
County,
CA

Los Angeles Aqueduct

MP 222.2 to 226.4

GIS Analysis/ Los Angeles
Agueduct intersects
corridor

Lands and Realty: Rights-of-Way and General Land Use

18-23
.027

BLM

Ridgecrest
FO

Inyo
County,
CA

BLM jurisdiction

MP 223.1to0 223.2,231.4 to
232.7,and 234.8

GIS Analysis/ A total of 148
acres which were originally
designated as part of this
corridor are no longer on
federal land according to
the 5/12/15 version of
BLM Surface Management
Agency data
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Primary Concern/
Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
Lands and Realty: Military and Civilian Aviation
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Military Training Route — | Entire corridor GIS Analysis
.028 FO County, Visual Route
CA
Lands and Realty: Transportation
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo U.S. Highway 395 Entire corridor GIS Analysis/ U.S. Highway
.029 FO County, 395 runs adjacent to and
CA through the corridor
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Railroad Entire corridor GIS Analysis/ Railroad runs
.030 FO County, adjacent to and through
CA the corridor
Public Access and Recreation
18-23 BLM Eastern Sierra region Priority Region 5 - MP 65.9 to RFI/The Eastern Sierra
.031 159.7 region which Corridor 18-
23 traverses is a national
and international tourist
destination that provides
abundant wild land and
non-wild land based
recreational opportunities
to hundreds of thousands
of visitors annually
Specially Designated Areas
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo California Desert Entire corridor GIS Analysis
.032 FO County, Conservation Area
CA
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo South Sierra inventoried MP 210.9 to 226.4 GIS Analysis/ South Sierra
.033 FO County, roadless area inventoried roadless area
CA is adjacent to corridor
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Golden Trout Wilderness | MP 210.9 to 211.2 GIS Analysis/ Golden Trout
.034 FO County, Wilderness is adjacent to
CA corridor
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Inyo National Forest MP 210.9 to 226.6 GIS Analysis/ Inyo National
.035 FO County, Forest is adjacent to
CA corridor
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Rose Spring ACEC MP 221.6 to 223.7 GIS Analysis
.036 FO County,

10
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Primary Concern/
Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
CA
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Sacatar Trail Wilderness MP 225.9 to 238.9 GIS Analysis/ Corridor is
.037 FO County, adjacent to Sacatar Trail
CA Wilderness
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo China Lake Naval MP 227.2 to 238.9 GIS Analysis/ China Lake
.038 FO County, Weapons Center Naval Weapons Center is
CA adjacent to corridor
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo Fossil Falls ACEC MP 232.5 to 235.6 GIS Analysis
.039 FO County,
CA
18-23 BLM BLM Wilderness Study Priority Region 5 RFI/ The corridor bisects
.040 Areas several BLM Wilderness
Study Areas on the
Volcanic Tablelands that
contain sensitive
archaeological and natural
resources
18-23 BLM Fish Slough ACEC Priority Region 5 RFI/ The corridor is near
.041 the Fish Slough ACEC which
is of particular importance
to resident and migratory
birds
18-23 BLM Kern Jawbone-Butterbrecht Priority Region 5 RFI/ The corridor traverses
.042 County, ACEC the Jawbone-Butterbrecht
CA ACEC in Kern County,
which is managed to
protect wildlife habitat and
Native American values as
well as to provide for off-
highway recreation
18-23 BLM Mono Important cultural Priority Region 5 RFI/ The corridor passes
.043 County, resources and several through and is adjacent to
CA designated roadless and important cultural

wilderness study areas.

resources and several
designated roadless and
wilderness study areas.
These areas provide
essential connectivity
corridors and seasonal
migratory habitat for a

11
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Primary Concern/
Agency County | Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction Priority Region 1 Only | (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
variety of wildlife including
mule deer and important
habitat for species that are
particularly sensitive to
disturbance and require
very large ranges.
Visual Resources
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo VRM Class llI MP 210.9 to 231.1 and 233.3 GIS Analysis
.044 FO County, to 238.9
CA
18-23 BLM Ridgecrest Inyo VRM Class Il MP 212.6 to 237.7 GIS Analysis/ VRM Class Il
.045 FO County, areas are adjacent to and
CA intersect the corridor
18-23 BLM Mono Visually sensitive terrain, Priority Region 5 The corridor passes
.046 County, several designated scenic through visually sensitive
CA highways, locally terrain and is visible from
designated scenic routes several designated scenic
and wilderness areas highways, locally
designated scenic routes
and wilderness areas

Abbreviations: ACEC = Area of Critical Environmental Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management; BOR = Bureau of Reclamation; CPW = Citizens Proposed Wilderness; DPS

= Distinct Population Segment; FO = Field Office; FS = Forest Service; IOP = Interagency Operating Procedures; GIS = geographic information system; MGS = Mohave Ground

Squirrel; MP = milepost; NPS = National Park Service; NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; PEIS = Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement; RFl = Request for Information;
SEZ = Solar Energy Zone; TCA = Tortoise Conservation Area; USFWS = U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; VRM = Visual Resource Management; WECC = Western Energy
Coordinating Council; WWEC = West-wide Energy Corridor.
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¢  Populated Place ::_I County Boundary
®  Substation * D State Boundary
Renewable Energy Power Plant * I:] BLM Administrative Unit Boundary
Net Generation (GWh) Priority Region
4 Under 1,000 or Unknown (Not labelled on maps) Region 1
A 1,000 - 10,000 Regions 2 - 6
A Over 10,000 Solar Energy Zone
Non-Renewable Energy Power Plant * Developable
Net Generation (GWh) Non-developable
4 Under 1,000 or Unknown (Not labelled on maps) Surface Management Agency
A 1,000 -10,000 Bureau of Land Management
A Over 10,000 Bureau of Reclamation
20 Subject Section 368 Corridor Milepost Department of Defense
Subject Section 368 Corridor Centerline Department of Energy
- Subject Section 368 Corridor Fish and Wildlife Service
Other Section 368 Corridor Local
—— Transmission Line * National Park Service
—— Natural Gas Pipeline * Other
Major Road State
Interstate Tribal
— U.S. Route U.S. Forest Service
State Route * Data source: Platts. Copyright 2016

by McGraw Financial.
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