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Corridor 18-224

Corridor 18-224 is a 256-mile corridor predominantly in Region 5. Approximately
40 miles of corridor is located in Region 1. Comments will be accepted during the Region

1 review; however, this corridor will be reviewed in its entirety during the Region 5
review in 2018.
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Corridor 18-224

Crater Flat to Las Vegas

Introduction

Corridor 18-224 extends northwest-southeast from east of Carson City to northwest of the Town of Pahrump in southern Nye County, Nevada. Federally
designated portions of this corridor are entirely on BLM-administered land, with a 10,560-ft-wide section from Milepost (MP) 0 to MP 89.0 for 83.6 miles and a
3,500-ft-wide section for 161.8 miles from MP 89.0 to MP 256.2. It is designated as a multi-modal corridor that can accommodate both electrical transmission
and pipeline projects. The corridor spans a 256.2-mile distance, with 244.2 designated centerline miles. The designated area is 171,986 acres/269 square miles).
This corridor is within Mineral, Esmerelda, and Nye counties in Nevada and within the jurisdiction of the BLM Battle Mountain District Office (DO), Carson City
DO, and Southern Nevada DO. While the majority of this corridor is in Priority Region 5, the focus of this review is Priority Region 1 which encompasses the
extent of MP 215.7 (approx. 8 miles southeast of Beatty, NV) to MP 256.2 (approx. 10 miles north of Pahrump) in southern Nye County within the Southern
Nevada DO.
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Figure 1a. Northwestern Portion of Corridor 18-224 (Key for Figures 1-4 can be  Figure 1b. Southeastern Portion of Corridor 18-224 (Key for Figures 1-4 can be
found on the last page of the abstract) found on the last page of the abstract)
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Figure 2a. Northwestern Portion of Corridor 18-224, including existing energy Figure 2b. Southeastern Portion of Corridor 18-224, including existing energy
infrastructure infrastructure

Corridor Rationale

During scoping for the West-Wide Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (WWEC PEIS), routes generally following this corridor were not suggested.
However input from the Department of Defense (DoD) resulted in adding this route to avoid further encroachment on DoD facilities and activities in California.
The route followed by Corridor 18-23 was already congested, and Corridors 18-224 and 224-225 were suggested as the way to meet the demand for more
service to southern California.

Rights-of-way occupying parts of the corridor includes highways US 95, State Route 373, and State Route 160, and a Valley Electric Association 138kV powerline
(N-29793) for a portion of its length. The town of Amargosa Valley and Pahrump are adjacent to the corridor. The Amargosa Valley Solar Energy Zone (SEZ) is
also adjacent to the corridor. There are several applications for additional projects, including six pending rights-of-way (ROWs). Platts data indicate two planned
Nevada Power Co. transmission line projects: the 500-kV Large Nevada Transmission Line Proposed project and 50- kV Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative
(RTI) within the corridor. There are three existing transmission lines within the corridor: Sierra Pacific Power Co. (138 kV), Sierra Pacific Power Co. (345 kV), and
another 138-kV line.

The BLM is currently in the process of revising their Southern Nevada resource management plan, which is proposing corridor revisions.

Corridor of Concern Status

This corridor was not identified in the Settlement Agreement as a Corridor of Concern.
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Corridor Analysis

Energy Planning Opportunities
X Appropriate and acceptable uses
XIWWEC Purpose (e.g., renewable
energy)
ClTransmission and pipeline
capacity concern
Energy Planning Concerns
[LIPhysical barrier
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Land Management Responsibilities
and Environmental Concerns

[CJAcoustics

LIAir quality
CIClimate change
[ICultural resources
X Ecological resources

CIEnvironmental Justice

September 2016

[Livestock Grazing
[IPaleontology

LJPublic Access and Recreation
[JSocioeconomics
[JSoils/erosion

[ISpecially designated areas
[ITribal concerns

X Visual resources

X Jurisdictional concern

[CICorridor alignment and spacing

LITransmission capacity

[IHydrological resources

XlLands and Realty

LIWild horses and burros
Uinteragency Operating Procedures

[JLands with wilderness characteristics

Primary Concern/
Agency Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction | County Priority Region 1 (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
ENERGY PLANNING OPPORTUNITIES
Appropriate and Acceptable Uses
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV Unknown structure MP 217.1 GIS Analysis/Unknown
.001 FO, structure in corridor
Southern NV
DO
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV | Amargosa Valley SEZ MP 224.1 to 225.2 GIS Analysis/Amargosa Opportunity
.002 FO, Valley SEZ is located
Southern NV adjacent to corridor.
DO
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV Sierra Pacific Power Co. | MP 224.5 to 231.5 GIS Analysis
.003 FO, 138 kV transmission
Southern NV line
DO
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV | Sierra Pacific Power Co. | MP 224.5 to 231.5; MP GIS Analysis
.004 FO, 345 kV transmission 239.1
Southern NV line
DO
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV 138 kV transmission MP 239.1 GIS Analysis
.005 FO, line
Southern NV
DO
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Primary Concern/

Agency Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction | County Priority Region 1 (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
WWEC Purpose
18-224 BLM Southern NV | Nye, NV Proximity to Solar Adjacent to Amargosa Opportunity
.005 DO Energy Zones Valley SEZ, and near Gold
Point and Millers SEZs
ENERGY PLANNING CONCERNS
Jurisdictional Concern
18-224 BLM Pahrump FO | Nye, NV Small, private land 237.8 and 243.1 GIS Analysis Yes this is a constraint. There is
.006 ownership. approximately 30-acres of private
land that encumbers the corridor
within T15S, R49E, Sec.13; and
T.15S.,R.50E., Secs. 18 and 19,
generally located at highway
junction US-95 and Hwy 373; and
approximately 60-acres of private
land and 120 acres of a mineral free-
use permit that encumbers the
corridor within T.15S., R.50E., Sec.
25. Use of the non-BLM land would
require coordination and approval
from private landowners.
Recommend realigning the corridor
southwest of US-95 highway to avoid
the mineral free-use permit.
LAND MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
Ecology: Terrestrial Wildlife, Big Game, Non-Migratory Birds, and Aquatic Biota
18-224 BLM, FS | Carson City NV Priority 1 and 2 Data needed RFI/Reroute to avoid siting Not a constraint. This comment is
.007 DO connectivity habitat new facilities in Priority 1 related to sage grouse and not
Southern and 2 connectivity habitat applicable to Priority Region 1 within
Nevada DO without existing Nevada, which only encompasses
Humboldt- transmission, and minimize | corridors within the BLM Southern
Toiyabe NF additional transmission Nevada District Office.

siting in these areas. If
additional transmission is
permitted, site as close
together as possible and
with as little ground
disturbance and vegetation
clearing as possible. Use full
mitigation hierarchy to
avoid, minimize, and
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Primary Concern/

Agency Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction | County Priority Region 1 (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
compensate for impacts
within 4 mi of Priority 1 and
2 habitat. Reroute to avoid
“Very High” risk to
permeability, and work
closely with State and
Federal wildlife and science
agencies to ensure that
connectivity is maintained
Hydrology: Surface Water
18-224 BLM Pahrump FO | Nye, NV Intermittent streams MP 228.8, 234.2, and 238.1 | GIS Analysis/Intermittent Not a constraint; spanning
.008 streams cross corridor intermittent streams has no impact
on streams or potential riparian
vegetation.
18-224 BLM Pahrump FO | Nye, NV Intermittent stream MP 243.0 GIS Analysis/Intermittent Not a constraint; spanning a wash
.009 Rock Valley Wash stream Rock Valley Wash has no impact on the wash or

cross corridor

potential riparian vegetation.

Lands and Realty: Mi

litary and Civilian Aviation

18-224
.010

BLM

Pahrump FO | Nye, NV

Military Training Route
Visual Route

MP 215.8 to 240.8,
MP 245.8 to 250.4,
MP 253.0 to 256.2

GIS Analysis/Military
Training Route Visual Route
along corridor.

Not a constraint. Adherence to IOPs
would be required such as: To avoid
conflict with Federal and non-
Federal operations, the applicant
shall be aware of liabilities
pertaining to environmental hazards,
safety standards, and military flying
areas; and an electricity transmission
project shall be planned by the
applicant to comply with FAA
regulations, including lighting
regulations, and to avoid potential
safety issues associated with
proximity to airports, military bases
or training areas, or landing strips.

18-224
.011

BLM

Pahrump FO | Nye, NV

Military Training Route
Instrument Route

MP 215.8 to 240.8,
MP 245.8 to 256.2

GIS Analysis/ Military
Training Route Instrument
Route along corridor.

Not a constraint. Adherence to IOPs
would be required such as noted
above.

Lands and Realty: Transportation

18-224
.012

BLM

Pahrump
FO,
Southern NV

Nye, NV

Interstate 95

MP 224.1 to 237.7; MP
237.9t0 242.8; MP 243.2 to
256.2

GIS Analysis/ Interstate 95
is within the corridor

Not a constraint. Coordination with
Coordination with Nevada
Department of Transportation
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Primary Concern/
Agency Opportunity Length of Affected Corridor
ID Agency | Jurisdiction | County Priority Region 1 (by Milepost [MP]) Source/Context BLM/FS Review and Analysis
DO (NDOT) would be required.
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV State Rouge 373 MP 237.7 GIS Analysis/ State Rouge Not a constraint. Coordination with
.013 FO, 373 intersects corridor NDOT would be required.
Southern NV
DO
18-224 BLM Pahrump Nye, NV | State Route 160 MP 254.2 GIS Analysis/ State Route Not a constraint. Coordination with
.014 FO, 160 intersects corridor NDOT would be required. Within
Southern NV T.16S., R.52E., Sec. 15, there are two
DO NDOT mineral material sites (Nev-
66267 and N-82993) that will require
the same coordination.

Visual Resources

18-224 BLM Pahrump FO | Nye, NV VRM Class I MP 218.2 to 256.2 GIS Analysis Not a constraint. However,

.015 restrictions would be applied
commensurate with designated VRM
class; development must be in
conformance with VRM objectives
outlined in BLM Manual 8400.

Abbreviations: ACEC = Area of Critical Environmental Concern; BLM = Bureau of Land Management; BOR = Bureau of Reclamation; DoD = Department of Defense;

DO = District Office; ESA = Endangered Species Act; FO = Field Office; FS = Forest Service; GIS = geographic information system; IOP = Interagency Operating Procedure;

MP = milepost; NDOT = Nevada Department of Transportation; PEIS = Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement; RFl = Request for Information; SEZ = Solar Energy
Zone; TCA = Tortoise Conservation Area; USFWS = U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; VRM = Visual Resource Management; WECC = Western Energy Coordinating Council;

WWEC = West-wide Energy Corridor
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*  Populated Place L_:I County Boundary
= Substation * D State Boundary
Renewable Energy Power Plant * I:] BLM Administrative Unit Boundary
Net Generation (GWh) Priority Region
4 Under 1,000 or Unknown (Not labelled on maps) Region 1
A 1,000 - 10,000 Regions 2 - 6
A Over 10,000 Solar Energy Zone
Non-Renewable Energy Power Plant * Developable
Net Generation (GWh) Non-developable
4 Under 1,000 or Unknown (Not labelled on maps) Surface Management Agency
A 1,000-10,000 Bureau of Land Management
A Over 10,000 Bureau of Reclamation
20 Subject Section 368 Corridor Milepost Department of Defense
Subject Section 368 Corridor Centerline Department of Energy
- Subject Section 368 Corridor Fish and Wildlife Service
Other Section 368 Corridor Local
—— Transmission Line * National Park Service
— Natural Gas Pipeline * Other
Major Road State
Interstate Tribal
—— U.S. Route U.S. Forest Service
State Route * Data source: Platts. Copyright 2016

by McGraw Financial.
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